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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study and analyze the present states of
university students in Surin, and analyze the factors of poverty among them. The research
population was 11,533 students in Surindhra Rajabhat University and Rajamangala University of
Technology - Isan, Surin Campus. The questionnaire was used to collect data during week 4 of
December 2011 and week 1 of January 2012. Data were analyzed by descriptive statistics
including f-test, post hoc, and confirmative factor analysis.

The research results were as followed. 1) Students’ first source of income were their
parents while their second source was government loan. Few students worked to earn their
livings. It indicated that Students relied on others more than themselves. Thus, they had slow
maturity developments. 2) Students had 3 types of expenses. As for the basic needs, they spent
much for their accommodations, little on clothes indicating that they were not extravagant, and
very little on medicine indicating that they were healthy. 3) For the academic costs, students
spent most on their academic registrations, showing that both universities even situated in local
area but charged academic registrations quite highly. 4) As for the social expenses, students
spent most on getting together with friends. 5) There were 38.8% of students had no saving
while 37.3% of them saved less than 500 baht/month and only 2.2% saved more than 2,000
baht/month. 6) Students with no saving performed the least intelligent factors, less for the
moderated factors; therefore, their spending was ineffective and unreasonable. 7) Students with

saving especially those with more than 2,000 baht/month showed intelligences in emotion,



intellect, problem-solving, self-immune, and planning. However, their moral intelligences were
not prominent which could be interpreted that they did not mind sources of their savings.

Suggestions were as followed. 1) The government should set up policies and strategies
encouraging students to rely on themselves and launched projects of part-time jobs for
students. 2) The universities should establish curriculum, instruction, and activities to foster
habits of saving and should use it as key indicators for their graduates. 3) The universities should
launch both in-class and out-class activities to build skills of effective spending. Moreover,
instructors should be good samples for students in this aspect. 4) All class instructions should
integrate moral skills.

Keywords students’ states of poverty, factors of students’ poverty, students’ characteristics
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